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The European Commission aims to maintain a high quality system of industrial ¥

property rights to give Europe's businesses the confidence to drive innovation into
the global market place. For this purpose the European Commission has launched
a new strategy on industrial property rights, which includes measures to improve
dispute resolution practices and to increase awareness among SMEs to address
industrial property rights issues in business plans. As part of its attempts to help
SMEs, the Commission promises to examine the quality of existing patent systems,
including the community trademark.
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MATGHMAKING EVENT FOR ICT BUSINESSES

The 3rd b2fair Business ICT Matching Days “BICT
2008” will take place on Wednesday, 22nd and
Thursday, 23rd October 2008 in Liege, Belgium.

This event promotes bilateral business meetings between
companies to foster new business links and contacts. They are
an ideal vehicle for small and medium sized companies who
wish to forge new technical and commercial partnerships and
to rapidly identify new outlets for their products, services and
technologies.

The focus of this matchmaking event will be ICT so suppliers,
users, sub-contractors, R&D partners will find this event
hugely beneficial to making new contacts in new markets.

The concept is that your company will register to attend the
event and based on the criteria you provide a meeting plan
will be developed with other participating companies that
match with your requests.

As a participating chamber in this pan-European project,
Galway Chamber are helping put together meeting
programmes for travelling Galway companies.

For more information go to
www.b2faironline.com/BICT2008
or call Carol Brady at 091-563536

EU promotes sustainahble products and technologies:
a package of actions for sustainable consumption, production and industry

Improving the environmental performance and in particular the
energy efficiency of products and stimulating their market

policy in the EU and internationally, helping to define eco-
friendly products, informing the consumer through improved
labelling and supporting their purchase through public
procurement and fiscal incentives.

uptake are the core objectives of a package put forward by the
European Commission recently. It sets out a series of voluntary
and obligatory actions to support a coherent and dynamic




Funding call for LIFE environment projects open

Deadline: 21 November 2008

SMEs and a range of other European
organisations can now apply for funding from
the EU to support a wide variety of “green”
projects. In July, the European Commission
published a call for proposals under its LIFE+
programme, a financial instrument which
aims to protect and nurture the natural
environment.

The LIFE+ programme supports the
development and implementation of EU
policy on the environment and covers three
specific areas: nature and biodiversity;
environmental policy and governance; and
information and communications.

The Commission has built a fourmonth
consultation period into the call timetable to
help applicants submit good quality
proposals. Advice on the call will be provided
through a series of workshops, to take place
in every Member State between July and
November 2008.

Applicants must send their proposals to
Member State authorities by 21 November
2008.

More than €207 million has been made
available for the 2008 call, which covers a
range of issues. Under nature and
biodiversity, grants will fund projects that aim

Policy and governance themes include
climate change, water management, air
quality, soil preservation and initiatives that
aim to improve the environmental
performance of urban areas. The call also
covers activities that seek to disseminate
information and raise awareness on
environmental issues, including forest fire

prevention.

Project proposals will then be evaluated by
the Commission between January and July
2009, before grant agreements are signed by
31 December 2009. Successful applicants
could expect to start work on projects
funded by this call from January 2010.

to protect, conserve and restore natural
systems, habitats and flora and fauna.

Business Fairs & Seminars

M 1 22 29
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-s 0w o Focus: An annual event, the forum enables stakeholders from the tourism sector across Europe
Pl n e o to come together and share ideas and experiences, and to discuss the challenges they face with
e n e policy-makers. With the tourism sector at the heart of many regional economies, Europe needs to

find ways to ensure that when consumer spending drops, tourist regions do not suffer. The event
will also host the ceremony for the European Destination of Excellence Awards 2008.
www.ec.europa.eu/enterprise/services/tourism/forums_index.html

Europe INNOVA Conference 2008 — Lyon, France

1 15 22 29
2 16 23 30
3 10 17 24 31
4 11 18 25

5 12 19 26

Focus: This regular event brings together a wide range of professionals involved in facilitating innovation
in enterprises across Europe, from innovation agencies, technology transfer offices research centres and
incubators, for example. Europe INNOVA is one of the European Commission's major innovation-support
initiatives, and the conference enables hundreds of participants to share experiences and make new
contacts. The focus of this year's event will be on identifying means to accelerate innovation in companies.
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International Engineering Fair MSV 2008 — Bmo, Czech Republic

M 8 15 22 29

T 2 9 16 23 30 . . . . . . .
W30 17 2 Focus: This event is focussed on Materials and components for mechanical engineering, machine
P % tools and forming machines, precision tools, and accessories for metal-working and forming, tools,
ez surface finishing and heat treatment, welding and bonding of metals. This is a b2fair matchmaking

event. Pre-planned meeting programmes can be arranged with relevant and interesting parties.

7 -9 Oct Biotechnika 2008 — Hannover, Germany
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! Focus: Biotechnika in Hannover is the leading event within the European biotech industry. It
3 10 17 24 31
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embraces every segment of biotechnology - from basic biotechnology and equipment, bio-
informatics and services to the five major areas of application: pharmaceuticals/medicine, industry,
food, agriculture, the chemical industry and the environment. This is a EBD Group matchmaking
event. Pre-planned meeting programmes can be arranged with relevant and interesting parties.

m Innovation Forum 2008 — Croke Park, Dublin
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wonw Focus: Success in business has become increasingly dependent on the ability to deliver greater

Feon value through innovation. To be successful, innovation must deliver tangible outcomes. This year's

s 7o National Innovation Forum "Making Innovation Deliver Results" will show how you can use the
latest innovation strategies to improve your level of innovation and drive growth and
competitiveness in your organisation.
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